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In the children’s first half term in Reception we 
will be using the stories of Alfie by renowned 
children’s author and illustrator Shirley Hughes, 
as the theme for our “settling-in” weeks.  These 
are gentle stories of everyday life which enable 
the children to talk about the differences and 
similarities in ordinary households, focusing on 
families, friends and neighbours and other people 
we meet

"Alfie is an ordinary little boy. He has a 
mum and a dad and a little sister called 
Annie Rose. He has no magical powers, 
and he does not go on fantastic 
journeys into space or anything like 
that. But some very exciting and 
interesting things happen to him all the 
same."
from Alfie’s World



Communication & Language

Personal, Social & Emotional Development Physical Development

As the children begin to settle in, we 
will talk about the boundaries set in 
the classroom and the behaviour 
expectations. We will also be 
introducing a new ‘classmate’, who 
will demonstrate to us all how to be a 
good friend. We will focus on how we 
can be a good friend to others and 
help to resolve conflicts, to negotiate 
and solve problems independently.

We will be beginning our PE sessions this half 
term by learning how to negotiate space 
successfully, knowing when to adjust speed or 
change direction to avoid obstacles and each 
other! The children will develop their 
independent skills for changing their clothes, 
putting on their own coats, fastening zips, 
buttons etc

We will begin daily “Funky Fingers” sessions 
designed to build children's fine motor skills 
to support secure pencil grip for writing.

Children will have lots of opportunities for careful listening and for responding to others 
with their own thoughts and ideas.  We will be working hard on speaking in full sentences 
with clear articulation and use of appropriate vocabulary. When listening to others, we 
will remember to wait for our turn to talk. We will practise talking together in pairs, 
groups and as a whole class. 



Literacy

Maths

Children will begin daily phonics sessions this half term with the introduction of all 
the single letter sounds and will learn how to combine (blend) sounds together to 
read simple words e.g.  i-t = it ; c-a-t = cat and also how to break a word down 
(segment) in order to write it  e.g. on = o-n; mum = m-u-m

On entry to Reception children should already be 
able to write their own name but any children who 
are not able to do this will receive individual 
support to ensure they can form the letters 
correctly and become independent in this as 
quickly as possible.

We will be teaching the correct formation of each of the 
letters in turn and children will practice with pen on 
whiteboards and on paper with pencil closely supported 
by an adult.

During this half term children will begin to write 
words independently and with adult support simple 
sentences using the sounds they have learnt.

We will be focusing on accurate 1-1 counting of quantities of objects up to ten and finding 
totals by counting  2 groups “all-together”.  Children will work on recognising the numerals 
0-10 and begin to be able to use numerals to label groups.  

Children will be introduced to repeating patterns and will practise continuing a pattern and 
creating their own using shapes and colours. We will be learning the names of 2D shapes and 
sorting them in different ways e.g. number of sides, straight sides, curved etc



Expressive Arts & Design

Understanding the World

Over the half term the children will have many 
opportunities to explore different art materials and 
techniques in the classroom and outdoor 
environments. We will explore patterns, shape and 
colour through the activities provided in the 
environment.
In our Music lessons, we will learn songs and explore 
how to make sounds with different instruments.. 

Children will be encouraged to talk about 
aspects of their familiar world such as the place 
where they live or the natural world.  By sharing 
their own experiences children will develop their 
abilities to explain similarities, differences and 
changes. At the end of the half term we will talk 
about Autumn and explore the turn of the 
season on a walk around the school grounds to 
collect signs of autumn.



Reminders

o Please name all children’s belongings.

o Drink bottles must only be filled with plain water.

o All children need a book bag not a rucksack.

o Children should be reading to an adult at home 5 times a week.

o PE is on Friday – please remove earrings and tie long hair back.


